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\ & |it's a great old bridge,” he hastened |

N | to assert. |
“Yes?" |

o & “Yes, Phsaw, none of them other |

N bridges can compare with it even |
§‘“‘ yet."” |
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By Arnold Prince

FEW days ago a youthful
A Westerner — well, he isn't

exactly youthful, but in

same mysterious fashion he
manages not to grow up—burst into
the office and gasped:

“They're taking Brooklyn Bridge |

apart!” He 'sat in a chair to col-
lect himself. “Brooklyn Bridge!” he
emphasized. ' After forty - five
years!”

In spite of the fact that he was
addressing a group of Manhattanese
who had grown zomewhat callous to
Brooklyn Bridge, condescendingly
Jooking upon it as something too
closely identified with the borough
of alarm clocks and rubber plants,
he caused something of a sensation.

*Can it be possible?”

The Same Steel Pieces :
| “Sure See them big steel cross |
:pieces underneath? Them things
|f.hat. support the rails, you know? |
[ Well, them has been there ever |
|since the bridge sas put up tmd:
they're as good as ever. No, I'm not |

[ kiddin’. You take them same nieces

on the Manhattan Bridge, now, and |
| they're three or four times as heavy |
{and not a bit better."

“Really?"

“Sure. Say. I been workin’ on:
bridges all my life and 'f I don't
know a bridge no one does. It's a
great old bridge; 'l tell the world,”

“I'm glad to hear you say ro,”
said the graybeard, He sghool hands
solemnly with the mechanic. “Too
'bad yuu weren't born in Brooklyn,”
| he called back as he moved awuy.

“Another of them Brooklyn Bridge
nuts,” remarked the ironworker as

“Actually?’ inquired the stout!he started back for his aerie. “But
member of the office, who thinks|she's a good old bridge at that.” 1
kindly of the Westerner and| She is. Grover Whalen, who

therefore takes him seriously ﬁome—i

“Taking the bridge apart?”

Enthusiasm Wouldn't Down

“Well, not exuctly taking it|
apart,” admitted the Westerner, a|
tiny wave of depression resuiting
from the concession to conservatism,

{imes.

bolis." iz enthusiasm surged bhack
at the thought of the bolts. *“Been
there forty wears,” he exclaimed
jubilantly. “Think"—in an awed
viice—'‘how many persons have
passed over the old bridge in thau

time!

One who 15 & mative of the hig
city and does not know in what ven-
eration Brooklyn Hridge is held by |
all nuts-iders—ar:‘l. truth to tell, by |
most patives—migcht find difficulty |
in appreciating the Westerner's agi-
tation. DBut in any case, st least
two of his statements require clear-
g up.

In the first place; it iy not forty-
five yeurs since the bridge was fin-
wshed, but only thirty-seven. The
span was turned over lo the public
on May 24, 1583, and so the four
decades will not be up until May
24, 1923, A tablet states, however,
that it dedicated in October,
1874,

Paint to Cost $85.000

Nor, ag intimated, is it true that
the bridge is being taken apart. It
15 @ Tuct that extensive alterations
and repuairs are being made, among
the first improvements decided upon
being a reinforced flogr along theI
entire length of the span and a new
coat of paint.
will enst 355,000,

Here and there, too, sections of
the steel work are being strength-
ened, and the old bolts—they arve
actually pins—are bring replaced by
new Ques.

The Westerner rreatly
wrought up when he discavered the
nietal pieces bemg plucked from the
venerahle structure—sort of sever-
ing the threads, vou kuow, from

WS

The painting alone |

WaE

| holts—pins—are tightened up or re-
Ybut they're taking out some of the

ought to know, sceing he is the Com-
missiner of Plant and Structures
iand therefore vesponsible for the|
[candition of the structure, insists
! most enthusiastically that she is,
swearing that just as soon as that
new floor s down, and a few of the

placed, she'll be as good as new,
No Danger of Falling

From time to time disturbing

rumors have been heard that the
anéient link was about to fall down,
or was sageing dangerously in spots, |
but each time the experts WETL |
called upon to make an examination |
they found, as much to their own !
astonishment as that of any one else,
that the fizure of speech was liter-
ally true,

Brooklyn Bridge not only is per-
forming «ll the service originally
set out forit, but is easily and safely
rarryving a traflic several times
preater than dreamed of by its wil -
et protagonist,

And assuradly it isn't losing its
bold on the afiections of the people
in the provinces. i

The other day-—it was the hour
when the § a. m. office employees
were jamniing Nassau Streel in thelr
rush to get to their places of em-
} loyment on time—rushingthousands
in the downtewn district were halted
by a couple of dusky honeymaoners
who were too absorbed in their hap-
piness to mnotice the rvavages they
were inflicting upon  the traffe.

| They were darkies of pronounced

Southern type and apparently in

[ faivly prosperous circumstunces, for

cach was adovned by the habhilimenis
which to those of their kind bespeak
the height of Tashion, good laste and |
trilliant calor.

The bridegroom, who was huge
wnd fairly beaming with newly won
marital happincss had on a sky-hlue |
suit with slanting pockets vividly
cet off by glistening tan shoes and
a blazing red necktie.

Clear From Alabama

among the old—but lel 1o one jump |

lo the conclusion that his is an
1solated case.

A walk across the span any day
when the workers are at their tasks
will show this is not the fuact.

Many stop to watch the viveters
uh work.

estubilished diversions, but there is
something  different  about

gazerd.  They see in these overalled | “Yessah, but nie "nd mah wife
figures not mere niechanics (-ngu;_vmli.

in unscrewing nuts, vepainting iron

work and veplacing bourds, hut|

votaries of a holy task performing |
sacred rites on an edifice p.r,r-:uwnI
hallowed through the generations.
“I Was There” |
The ather day & gravbeard paused [
ut his walk and beckoned to one of
the workers. The worker wus in a
group of others on a cord at the far
side of the elevated rtails, and it |
meant considerable trouble for him
to cross over the narrow footpath
to the middle roadway for pedes-
trians, but he did it. Thus i the
mellowing influences of sentiment
and tradition exert {hemae]ves!
“Roe are  making
offored the graybeard,

Yo repairs"

“Representing  some  iron  com-
pany " inquired the workingnian,
eying the other sugpiciously.

“No. Live in Brooklyn. T was
there when they opened this bridge.”

“Yeh?"

“Yes. Aba Hewitt made the
speech.  Fine speech. The Proesi
dent of the United Statps was thers
and sa was the Crovernar and ‘he
Mayor of New York - Brooklyn
didn’t belong te New Yorh
you know-—and a lot of peaple.”

LHRE,

“Must have been a great sight."”
"Yes. You born in Broaklyn?"
“No." The workingman showed
a trace of uneasiness, “Kansas. But |

In New York (iity rubber- |
necking is one of the recognized and |

/|

lminut.r\s Inte at the office,

| Istand,

The bride glanced up at him from
(tine to tiwie, love and adoration in
: her eyes.

| “Yessah,” admitted the giant to|

4 pedestrian whose heart was -tirred
by so much happiness and sngaged
him in conyersation. “All the way
fum ol' Alabam.”

“0ut a little carly for sightspeing |
paren’t you?" pressed the pedostrian,

thosa ! “Yessah, boss," peanted the ey,

this
veh is mah wife—is gimin® th spesd
the duy on Brooklyn Bridee. Kin
you all please direet me 'ud wnh
wife as to the wheahahouts of this
veh Brooklyn Bridee!"

The pedestrian ecould and did, al-

thaugh it meant making him a fow
|

| A great bridge with a groat lie. |

tory. Theve nay ‘be some whao come |
to the city and fail to visit Coney
SOme iy even neglee! to
climb the dimly it stairs to {he
crown of the Statue of Liberty, and
| doubtless 4 few fail to attend a DR

| formance at the Hippodronie.
| But who is there who comes from

jafar and neglects to make at laast
oue pilgrinage to Brooklyn Bride?
| Seen on a misty day, what Tatrer
|
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MASONTY vee above the supvoid-
ing vapors? And whit more oatti-
ful than Manhatray seen Fym the

venter of the span, whon dirkness

steals oncand the
| trie lights convert

my s

ot elee-

the huee down

town structures inte frail edifices nf
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very hrief,
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brtef——it

slatispivs,

shall D

shan o

il itariin

don’s Telong 1 this pirture—snryey
af the Rgures waill shaw, the bridege
alsn hil:‘ il preihy fane
record,

In 1918 the R M. T,

furniehed

figures to the Pulilic Sorvien Com-

mission showing (hat trollev care

had erossi

Elyie

hridere

1000000

times that year and tha! inaddifion
there Dad been 800,000 tins he-

tween Manhattan and Brooklyn by

clovated trains,

A

7

As it js the practice to f2ke the
count
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Waps 0 bridge be-

was  generally lonked upon—in! #2710 Erow in brigi , and &
myriag of Lelits hegin o = flicker-

| Brooklyn, certainly, if nowhere else .. (5 4 parts of the three citien
{—as the eighth wonder of the world. | spread ous like & mnn below. & haga
Lookine back over tlie newspapers Sohes nwrap the

! = 5 . outlines of 100 e vhen a flock

of the day when the bridpe was ek

impression how the span was looked

upon at that time; and also a5 to the! ? ‘_"‘

sonree of that sentiment and affec- i I.. s !

[ tion avhich =&l but canverted thel ls 1 gre ared up

structure intova national montment, o 2 4 - . j"“l’_"*_:"-’
IU anust be remembered (hut when | - iy --'.:.I it

this marvel of enginecring eame into m it 5 th

|'being  there were only 50,000,000 o ioh plmiing  there,

| persans in' the United States, buf | '!I"'""’"‘f'il ?"I'l fer stars that filled the

5,000,000 in the entire State of New | “°F With miary

i ¥York and enly 2000000 in New | For twenty vears, until 1903 4o

Iwiorld.

lone mav observe scores of adver-

|and relaxation after the unprece-

of the daily ingress of immigrants

s daily dt

ine trouble to watch the passershy

ing along the railings. To the a:outh'?lg‘ ;“:e:h_ nf_ . Comfltlf&'i th
‘can be seen the ships passing out to :puc} G “‘t bl n e filled page,
sea, and to the north an edee of the 7 7€ DeWspapers; all over th

‘were closed, as were the courts and

'rated

'the evening, or perhaps on a quick .

the entire population of the United
States crosses Brooklyn Bridge every |

There are no records of those who | |
walk aecross daily—Manhattanward
in the morning and Brooklynward in |

round trip during the lunch hour—
but that the total is large can be de-
termined by any one who will take

during the busy hours.
Rarely, when the weather is pleas-
ont, but some are to be seen loiter-

United States note was taken of

New York navy yard and the other | : 1
importance of the event,

great spans girding the river. Some-
times an artist will be seen making
sketches, and on warm summer eve-
rings the henches are nover giite
free of the silhouetted forms of
sweethearts watching the eraft slip-
ping along the waters.

The Tribune’s Account
In the evening there was a
cial direworks display

which wa
thus deseribed by an observer on th
roof of The New York Tribun
Inilding:
“Frpi 4

Buildi

Thirteen Years in Building
For the
uically invlined it may be added that

bencfit of those stntis-

s at it was sill

the bridge took more than thirteen 08N the

vears to huild, that it cost more than tae :“-"
- . e axhi-

$25,000,000, and that until move T e i o \
(ETHRBRY c: '-f‘d out

modern achievements came along it

8 covey of

opened to

traflic ove may geot a vivid

York and Brocklyn combined, e exact, avhen. the

Willlamsbyrg
Nothing so impesing and wonder- | Brides was opened Brooxlyn Bridga
ful had heen in the United

States and at but few plaves in the

een

§ pan aeross the
Fast

River,

It would take a lot of print ta
exident  Avthur himself i - . -
Prezide Avthur himself jgqur pive the History of \ious ol
a ¥ 1 r e s . o b ] 1 - e o s
neyed frem Washington to Broollyn | \ . .

" = i dNK. A creatiun of romauce, itt
to atiend Lie ceremonies, and it was| R il ce, it took
an impressive speevacle indeed when | hold of the vomuntic * o fover,
hie and Governor Clevelaud, escorted  No  theatrical production

(ealing

by rthe Tth Reriment, walked across
the struetire,
Looking baclk over the newspapers,

| with the of
wus complete which did

dangers

omewhere in the scenic distance a
reproduction of the In the
shadow of the stone approachss or
underneath the whariing would be
shown a pirates® rot whera the
beautiful heraine incvitably becams
a prisoner. Many persons songht
to imcorporate the pglory of the

Cities Made Holiday .bridf?(‘ and their owa by perform-
5 [ g strange or  dangerous deeds

New York and Brooklyn both rie-;“_p,:m i
clared a holiday: all the exchanges |

tisements inviting “ladies and stran-
gers making the delightful trip
across the Euagt River" to seek rvest

dented experience in the refresh- |
ment parlors open on that occasion.

Steve Brodie's Leap i
" - . i |
=tave Brodie gairvied fame and fors |

{ tune by beinz {he first to leap from

public offices; buildings were deco-
with
there were

flags and buntine

Lo

and | ;
{ the bridge inta the river and survive,

amd he had imitatars,

sueeessful and some

several imposing recen-
tiong, the most impressive heingi S sevend
that at the home of Colonel ‘Waﬁh—l
ington A. Roebling, the chief en-
gineer, in Brooklyn, which wwas at-

tended by the President.

some of them
As it

word i human da

not, was considered the Just

rinee

1o walk across

Niagara Fylls on a tight rope, @

. . _ 3% s it T
Virtually the only public institg. | 'v W4s ultimate 30 courvage to hurl

one’s sl headionge

from the lofte
walers henesth,

tion epen for business on that great

3 = . 0 T8y it h
and glorious day was Castle Garden, | rondway into ]

and many attempted if 3
anloits  helped

never dreaming that as time went on | spread ithe .Ea“w of thiostreEh

swhat little hamler in what remole

which, of course, had to take care
These and othor
it would be converted into an aqua-
rinm and a headgquarters for strangs |
iof small boys and youthful grown-
| ups who thrilled over the stories of

corner of the country hu! held scores
fish.

In Brooklyn Mavor Seth Low in-
: : : : | these adventures?

troduced an innuvation in the snape Agyaniare
of yvows of gas jets along the roof of

his house on Columbia Heights, and

tories of the
Az

Then along came the s

possible collapse of the hridee

‘ : . this was the greatest structure of
Maver Edson of New York was also s s i : = {
: i o pivs time, it desteaction was looked
doing eversthing possible to make i <ihl
i UPOTL s the greatest of possible
the day a success. True, there were | : - G
- i -, | tragedies, and envigh ta fill many
some in Manhattan swho looked with : : b
e ; I ¥olumes was writton ahout the subs
disfavor upon the bridge, aIthuur;n-j
5 : ect.
scofling at the suggestion that any |
number of persons would be in-| safer Than Ever
duced Ihpr‘p}‘f}-l 1o move 1o Brooklym, | Reeently the reports of the weaks
hut these orities were in the minor- |

. e . ened condition of the hridee bhecame
ity. There was an effort to stir up

it seandal over the fact that the
ation was so arranged as 1o
take plive on Queen Vicloria's birth-
day. hut the aeitation died away
witen it was exnlatned that the date
selreted was not the result of a pro-|
Britizh plot.

so persistent that Professor W, He

celebn Parr, 1 twonte-thrie vears pro=

i'A"

| fessor of eivil engineering st Colut-
hia University, was retained to make
an inspection, His report was that
the structure actually slft‘lf
than when it swas buiit, althongh it
was taking care nf much more traffic
than had been intended

WHE

A National Event

Firom twenty-ono to. ene hundred BrodBlyn Bridee remamed slbpe
guns were fired; special trains| iy s field until the W Al Lz shurg
brought visitors from mary of the span was built, and after that A

R { the Manhattan B , to be id':
{lowed hy the Queensborough lﬂ‘l“
| Hell Gate bridges. All are mere

modern than the first, none has woit
the sante vencration, and no Brooks
Ivn Bridee fan can e found who
will adniit tht ¢ them is any=

any ¢

| where pear as heauliful I-'inq_!l.\‘-
in 1908, the first of the subwiY
trains was place] in operation be
twoen the two botosghe.

these compe
[ titions; however lMrouklyn Bridee
continues to hol | its own, and from 9
lall indications will stili be doing
| Lusiness at the old stand until long

Notwithstanding »il

CEY

after the present generation h#%

| been gathered unto its fathers,



